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SUBJECT: GREEK REACTION TO HAGUE DECISION 

1 . THE DECISION OF THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE AT 
THE HAGUE REJECTING THE GREEK REQUEST FOR INTERIM MEASURES 
OF PROTECTION AGAINST TURKISH EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES IN THE 
AEGEAN HAS PRODUCED RATHER SMALL RIPPLES IN GREECE. 

2. THE COURT DECISION SURPRISED ALMOST NO ONE IN GREECE, SINCE 
IT HAD BEEN ANTICIPATED FOR ALMOST A WEEK IN THE GREEK PRESS. 
ONCE THE DECISION WAS ANNOUNCED, THE GOG BEGAN BACKGROUNDING 
THE PRESS PROVIDING ARGUMENTS ATTRIBUTED TO "LEGAL 
SOURCES" ON HOW THE GREEK REQUEST, AND THE COURT DECISION, 
PRODUCED BOTH REAL AND POTENTIAL BENEFITS FOR THE RIGHTS 
GREECE IS ASSERTING IN THE AEGEAN. (THE BACKGROUNDING WAS 
BASED ON A LEGAL ANALYSIS OF THE ICJ DECISION AND ITS 
IMPLICATIONS CIRCULATED UNOFFICIALLY BY THE GOG 

TO NEWSPAPER EDITORS BUT WITHOUT ATTRIBUTION.) 

THESE ARGUMENTS RANGED FROM THE OPINION THAT THE COURT 
DECISION GAVE A "LEGAL VARNISH" TOTHE DECISION OF THE 
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SECURITY COUNCIL RECOMMENDING DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS 
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BETWEEN GREECE AND TURKEY TO THE ASSERTION THAT "THE 
COURT ACCEPTS. ..THAT THE ACTIVITIES OF THE SISMIK 
SHOULD HAVE BEEN CARRIED OUT WITH GREECES CONSENT 
(IF GREECE IS, OF COURSE, JUSTIFIED IN THE PENDING 
MAIN HEARING OF SUBSTANCE)" AND THAT "THESE 
ACTIVITIES (IN THE EVENT THAT THE WORLD COURT, WHEN 
IT HEARS THE SUBSTANCE OF THE COMPLAINT, 

DECIDES THAT GREECE HAS SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE CONTINENTAL 
SHELF) GIVE GREECE THE RIGHT TO DEMAND COMPENSATION." 

3. OPPOSITION REACTION TO THE COURT DECISION WAS 
MIXED. GEORGE MAVROS, LEADER OF THE UNION OF THE 
DEMOCRATIC CENTER, SOUGHT TO DIMINISH THE IMPORTANCE 
OF THE COURT'S FINDING. IN ESSENCE, MAVROS ARGUED 
THAT THE COURT DECISION WAS IRRELEVANT, SINCE THE 
MATTER IS NOW A SUBJECT OF DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS 
BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES AND SINCE THE GREEK REQUEST 
FOR THE COURT TO DELIMIT THE CONTINENTAL SHELF IS 
STILL PENDING. MAVROS REFUSAL TO LEAP ON THE GOVT 

WAS UNDOUBTEDLY A MOST WELCOME DEVELOPMENT FOR THE GOG, 
WHICH CAN LIVE WITH HIS RATHER MINOR CARP THAT 
ONCE THE SECURITY COUNCIL HAD ACTED THE GREEK SIDE 
SHOULD HAVE SUSPENDED ITS REQUEST FOR INTERIM MEASURES. 

4. IN CONTRAST TO THE MODERATE AND GENERALLY HELPFUL 
STAND TAKEN BY MAVROS, ANDREAS PAPANDREOUS PASOK 
PARTY PLAYED "I TOLD YOU SO". REFERENCING 
PAPANDREOUS ORIGINAL CRITICISM OF THE DECISION TO GO 
TO THE COURT, PASOK SOURCES STATED LACONICALLY, "WE 
SINCERELY REGRET THAT OUR FORECASTS ABOUT THE 
DECISION CAME TRUE", LEAVING THE PUBLIC TO CONTRAST 
PAPANDREOUS FORESIGHT TO THE IMPLIED CLUMSINESS OF 
THE GOVERNMENT. 

5. THE PRESS PROMINENTLY REPORTED THE DECISION. 

PRO-GOVT NEWS MEDIA GAVE FULL AND PARTISAN PLAY 
TO THE GOVT'S EXEGESIS OF ITS MEANING FOR GREECE 
(SAMPLE HEADLINES: "THE HAGUE SAYS HORA'S ACTIVITIES 
ILLEGAL", ACROPOLIS CONSERVATIVE, PRO-GOVT; 

"THE SISMIK IS ILLEGAL IN THE AEGEAN", VRADYNI - 
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CONSERVATIVE, PRO-GOVT). ON THE OTHER HAND, 

COMMUNIST RIZOSPASTIS HEADLINED OVER A SMALL STORY: 

"GREEK REQUEST FOR PROVISIONAL MEASURES IN THE AEGEAN 
REJECTED" AND THE LEFTIST, OPPOSITION TA NEA HEADLINED 
"OPPOSITION CRITICIZES GOVERNMENT - OUR REQUEST TO THE 
HAGUE SHOULD HAVE BEEN WITHDRAWN". 

6. COMMENT: OUR GENERAL IMPRESSION IS THAT THE 
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GOVERNMENT DID NOT SUFFER SIGNIFICANTLY DOMESTICALLY 
AS A RESULT OF THE COURT DECISION. THE COMPLEXITIES 
OF THE ISSUE, THE GOVT'S CARE IN BACKGROUNDING THE 
PRESS PROMPTLY AND THOROUGHLY, AND THE HELP- 
FULNESS OF MAVROS, ALL CONTRIBUTED TO LIMITING 
THE POTENTIAL DAMAGE TO THE GOG'S INTERNAL POSITION. 

KUBISCH 
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